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More than 300,000 Syrians have been killed
since the war began, leaving generations of
children without their parents, Ms. Aljijakli
said. About 4.5 million have escaped, and
internally, there are more than 7 million
people who are displaced.
2016 brings no improvements, she said.
7KHVLWXDWLRQZHQWIURPDFWLYLVWV¿JKWLQJ
the government in a “hopeful revolution” to
a complete disaster, she said.
Ironically, the crisis began right around
the time Ms. Aljijakli opened her own law
practice. She had developed her expertise
in immigration law working with nationally
UHFRJQL]LQJODZ\HUVDWWRSODZ¿UPVDURXQG
the country, including those in Washington
D.C. and New York. As a sole practitioner
ÀXHQWLQ$UDELFKHUSKRQHUDQJFRQVWDQWO\
Calls came from refugees trying to come to
the U.S. as well as those already here.
“My practice became consumed with the
FRQÀLFWLQ6\ULDDVVRRQDV,EHJDQ´
She focused on helping people apply for
asylum, and routinely traveled all over the
country to help others.
“It’s a matter of life and death for them,”
she said of the refugees.
Just recently, a Syrian in America called
to tell her of his brother who was killed by a
missile. He asked Ms. Aljijakli for help with
getting his brother’s widow and the couple’s
four children here. Another woman, 88, was
trying to escape, but had no access to medical
care and had lost vision in one eye.
“Everyone is trying to leave the country,”
she said.
She spoke of people leaving on the “death
boats” and a mother who carried her child
while walking country to country.
Ms. Aljijakli’s own cousin got on a boat to
Holland, and an aunt took her entire family
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to the crisis, communicating with family
members still in the war-torn country, but not
being able to ensure their safety.
“It is heartbreaking for me,” Ms. Aljijakli
VDLGTXLHWO\IURPKHU6RORQODZRI¿FH$OMLMDNOL
& Kosseff LLC., on Bainbridge Road. “As an
immigration lawyer, I can’t bring my own family
here because the U.S. process is so restrictive.
“I haven’t seen my family since 2009,” she
added. “We can’t go there, and they can’t leave.”
Her close-knit family of cousins, aunts
and uncles still in Damascus, are used to the
PLVVLOHVDQGFURVV¿UH
Ms. Aljijakli last visited Syria when her
now 8-year-old son Omar was 18 months old.
It is simply too dangerous to return. Sadly,
VKHVHHVWKHFRQÀLFWZKLFKEHJDQLQDV
one with “no end in sight.”
It began with completely different and
peaceful intentions, Ms. Aljijakli said, describing the war. It was March of 2011, when a
political revolution took place, and common
SHRSOHGHFLGHGWR¿JKWDJDLQVWDQRSSUHVVLYH
government for freedom of rights, she said.
“It was a very young movement, mainly
students who wanted to make a change for
democracy” from a dictatorship-driven government, she said.
She noted that for decades, the people of
Syria were limited in freedom of expression
when it came to politics.
3ULRUWRWKH6\ULDQFRQÀLFWRWKHUUHYROXWLRQV
were taking place in the Middle East, and
many of those efforts were successful and
people were optimistic, she said.
“Syria was a different story.”
The government took a stance against change
DQGWKHFRQÀLFWWXUQHGLQWRZKDW0V$OMLMDNOL
called the “worst humanitarian crisis of our time.”

to Belgium.
“Their young children will not know Syria,”
she said.
The way things stand, neither will Ms.
Aljijakli’s children and that makes her sad.
“My best memories are of being in Syria with
extended family,” she said, spending months there
at a time in summers. “If things can be resolved,
(my children) can experience (seeing extended
family every day). It’s a beautiful thing.”
Now, just about everyone there is trying to
¿JXUHRXWD³VWUDWHJ\RIVXUYLYDO´
Despite what people may think of immigrants, Ms. Aljijakli noted, many Syrians
do not want to leave their country. “If they
stay another day, they could die,” she said.
Currently, the United States takes in about
70,000 refugees a year worldwide. Since the
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 785,000
refugees have been admitted.
Of that amount, just 2,690 have been Syrian
refugees, a tiny number, Ms. Aljijakli noted.
“The media exaggerates it like we are openLQJWKHÀRRGJDWHV´VKHFRQWLQXHG%XWWKDW
is far from the case.
The Obama administration is proposing
to admit 10,000 more refugees by the end of
2016. Ms. Aljijakli said that many politicians
have taken a stance on the issue of security,
especially following the attacks in Paris, linking
immigrants to terrorist activities.
No Syrian refugee has been connected to
terrorism, she said.
/RJLVWLFVPDNHLVH[WUHPHO\GLI¿FXOWIRUWKHP
to come to the United States, she explained,
with stringent background checks and often
waits up to two years for resettlement.

³7KLVLVQ¶WWKH¿UVWWLPHZHKDYHOHWLQUHIXgees,” Ms. Aljijakli said. “There’s already very
strict screening in place. It is being presented
like (this country) is a total open door.”
Of the 4.5 million Syrian refugees, Ms.
Aljijakli said, 75 percent are women and
children. Less than 2 percent are unattached,
military-aged single men.
“These are victims of persecution, women
at risk and people with medical emergencies.”
Some states and localities are taking a stance
against refugees in their communities including
the Ohio House Concurrent Resolution 31, passed
last fall, opposing refugees in Ohio and the U.S.
“States don’t have the power to direct immigration policies,” Ms. Aljijakli said. “That
is limited to the federal government by the
U.S. Constitution.”
What states can do is restrict resources
for them, she noted, which makes achieving
¿QDQFLDOLQGHSHQGHQFHGLI¿FXOWIRUUHIXJHHV
“Assimilation is one of the hardest things,”
especially for those who did not come here
voluntarily. “Many come from highly educated
backgrounds, some doctors,” she said, whose
medical degrees are not recognized here forcing
them to start from scratch.
“We see them struggle to assimilate and
survive,” Ms. Aljijakli said. She also describes
the “peace” she sees on their faces when they
DUH¿QDOO\JUDQWHGODZIXOLPPLJUDWLRQVWDWXV
It is that face that Ms. Aljijakli wishes more
would see.
“If the American people can see what’s happening there, and not focus on fear, things would
be different,” Ms. Aljijakli said. “We just need to
look at the refugee crisis on a humanitarian level.”
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incident at Bainbridge and Snyder roads, a
southbound car on Snyder Road failed to stop
at the red light, striking another car. Sandra
Driver goes in ditch to avoid crash Beane, 73, of Auburn was extricated from her
A motorist reported to Russell police vehicle and was transported by the Bainbridge
Saturday that his brakes failed and he drove rescue squad to University Hospitals Ahuja
off the road on Kinsman Road (Route 87) and Medical Center. Susan Lucas, 49, of Newbury
KHQHHGHGDWRZ2I¿FHUVZHQWWRWKHORFDWLRQ was transported by the Auburn rescue squad to
DQGREVHUYHGDYDQRIIWKHURDG7KHWUDI¿F Geauga Hospital. Police cited her for failing
had been stopped on Kinsman Road due to tree to yield at a red light.
WULPPHUVVWRSSLQJWUDI¿FDQGDVWKHPRWRULVW
went to stop, his brakes failed, he said. Instead Driver hits mailbox
A vehicle went off the roadway on Hill Drive
of hitting the car in front of him, he drove into
at
Skyline
Drive Monday in Russell. The driver
the ditch. A report was made.
told police he went off the right side of the road
Woman runs red light, hospitalized and struck a mailbox, causing damage to the box.
One person was transported for injuries Damage was also observed to the lawn at the
after a collision Jan. 20 in Bainbridge. In the roadside. The vehicle had minor damage as well.
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Get Hunan by the Falls To Go
Taste, Quality, Value
Suggested Finger Foods:
Thai Hotstickers®
Thai Chili Wings
Potstickers
Terriyaki Chicken Stix
Terriyaki Beef Stix
Spinach Potstickers
Shrimp Dumplings
Spare Ribs
Seafood Egg Rolls
Crab Rangoon
Korean Beef Riblets Spring Rolls
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Syria

508 E. Washington St. • Chagrin Falls • 440-247-0808
Complete menu at www.HunanbytheFalls.com
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Geauga Fresh Farmers Market Announces New

WINTER MARKET
*ANUARY ND -ARCH TH s 3ATURDAYS  .OON

Don’t miss another moment
of life!!

Twenty vendors including farms from
Geauga County with beef, pork, artisan and nitrite free
bacon, cheese, free-range eggs, honey, maple syrup,
apples, cider and fresh ground and whole coffee beans.

Do you or someone you love:

Fresh produce could include: greens, fresh and
dried herbs, root vegetables and micro-greens.

x
x
x
x
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x

Bakery with pastries and candy including
dairy-free and gluten free options.
TT012116

Value-added items, alpaca ﬁbers and products
and soaps and lotions also available.

NEW VENDORS WEEKLY
,OCATED AT ,OWES 'REENHOUSE AND 'IFT 3HOP

16540 Chillicothe Road, Chagrin Falls (Bainbridge)

www.geaugafarmersmarket.com

Feel that people mumble or don’t speak clearly?
Ask others to repeat themselves frequently?
Have difficulty hearing on the telephone?
Turn the volume up on the TV or radio?
Have trouble understanding in a group?
Have difficulty understanding when you cannot see the
speaker’s face?

x

Celebrate Winter!

Enjoy a guest
appearance
by a famous
winter
snowman,
meet-n-greets
with sled
dogs, a new
exhibit and
much more!

Diagnostic hearing tests
High quality hearing aids
Cerumen Management

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
HEARING SCREENING!

SUNDAY, FEB. 7, 12- 4 PM
The West Woods, Russell Twp.

Fun
winter
activities
for the whole
family!
www.geaugaparkdistrict.org

Avoid noisy places, social occasions or family gatherings
because you can’t hear?
If you answered YES to any of these questions, it would be a
good time to get your HEARING TESTED by a licensed audiologist TODAY

John Kandare, Au.D. FAAA
Audiologist, Owner
chagrinhearing@gmail.com

(440) 247-9999
512 E. Washington St. Chagrin Falls, OH 44022

